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Press Release:  

EXCELLENT ENTRIES RECEIVED FOR THE PRESTIGIOUS

2007 AFRICA SMME AWARDS

In line with the African Union’s drive to support and profile the role that SMMEs play in promoting economic growth and job creation, the Africagrowth Institute in partnership with NORSAD AGENCY, MOMENTUM FUNDSATWORK, SEDA, IDC, Khula Enterprise Finance, the DTI and XSTRATA SA will be organising the 2007 Africa SMME Conference and Awards Ceremony. 

This event will take place on the 25th of October 2007, at the Crown Reef Convention Centre, Gold Reef City Hotel, Ormonde, Johannesburg, South Africa. The Conference and Awards ceremony will be aimed at presenting the latest trends in SMME development on the continent, recognising and presenting awards to successful SMMEs by sector.  The main aim of this conference and award ceremony is to support and showcase Africa’s finest entrepreneurial achievements in the SMMEs sector.
The deadline for the entries was on the 31st of July 2007 and we are pleased to announce that SMMEs from all over Africa entered the competition for these prestigious Africa Awards.  Entries were of the highest quality and the judges had a difficult task selecting the finalists.
The categories and finalists are as follows:

	Sector
	SMME Finalist
	Country

	Service Sector
	Pal & Sons Bus Services 
	South Africa 

	
	Staza Cleaning Services
	South Africa

	
	Sinapi Aba trust
	Ghana

	Trade Sector 
	Birdi Clothing 
	South Africa

	
	Coppercraft Africa
	South Africa

	
	Plantwise
	South Africa

	Young Enterprise Sector
	House of Tara International
	Nigeria

	
	Anjo’s Flame Peri-Peri
	South Africa

	
	White Wall Web
	South Africa

	Most Innovative Sector
	Sandali Wood Industries
	Tanzania

	
	UltraTec (U)
	Uganda

	
	Sugar Bay Resort
	South Africa

	Best New Business Sector
	Bottle Craft
	South Africa

	
	Imvubu Guesthouse
	South Africa

	
	SED Printing Solutions
	South Africa

	Industrial Sector
	Bimba Agro Livestock Company
	Nigeria

	
	Neel Industries 
	Mauritius

	
	Mam Cocktail SARL
	Mali


The winners will be announced at a gala dinner in the evening of 25th of October 2007, at the Crown Reef Convention Centre, Gold Reef City Hotel, Ormonde, Johannesburg, South Africa.
Sponsors of the awards Ceremony are:
DBSA,  Dyondisani Women in Mining Investment Holding and 
CBI Electric Africa Cables 
For more details, please contact: Dina Potgieter, Africagrowth Institute,

Tel: + 27 21 945 4024 / 946 1791; Fax: +27 21 946 1652; Email:  dina@africagrowth.com;

Web: www.africagrowth.com
