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2009 Africa SMME Conference

Theme:

SMMEs in Africa: Successes and Challenges 

& 

Africa SMME Awards

Date : 15 October 2009 

Venue : Spier Estate, Stellenbosch

Africagrowth Institute,  PO Box 3628, Tygervalley, 7536 

It is our business to help your business…

2009 AFRICA SMME CONFERENCE AND 

SMME AWARDS
Over the last decade, Africa has witnessed a significant and sustained growth rate similar to Asia in the 1950s. Despite the positive development progress, much is yet to be done relieve poverty in the continent.  Specifically, there has been a significant realisation that Africa needs to look at the small business sector if the current growth trend is to be sustained.  It is now well established that small, medium and micro enterprises are playing a central role in driving the continent’s growth trend and that they form the backbone of employment-creating initiatives in Africa, as the sector is, by far, the biggest contributor to economic activity in the continent. 

For the continent to continue to prosper, big business, development institutions, government and other private non-private sector institutions have a critical role to play to promote SMME development. It is now very clear that economic development, in the continent, will be stagnated if the SMME fails to take a development lead.  .

To address this, Africagrowth Agenda in partnership with African government and major organisations is organising the third Africa SMME Conference and Awards which will take place on the 15th of October 2009. The Conference and Awards ceremony will present recent growth trends and challenges in SMME development in the continent and reward successful SMME entrepreneurs that have excelled in business innovation and drive that has helped to make significant difference to the lives of people in the continent. The main aim of this event is, therefore, to support and showcase Africa’s finest entrepreneurial achievements in the SMMEs sector.  The awards will consist of 6 Sector categories and an overall winner.

 Aims and Objectives of Conference and Award Ceremony

· To showcase Africa’s successful SMMEs;

· To promote and highlight the role that SMMEs play in economic development of the continent;

· To present case studies and research findings in the SMME sector;

· To present African SMME sector indices and indicators;

· To bring together governments, development institutions, investors, academics and private sector institutions who are involved in SMMEs in the development of the SMMEs sector;

· To discuss best practices in the SMMEs sector;

· To bring big business and SMMEs together “under one roof”;

· To help promote SMMEs Research and development ;
AFRICA SMME AWARDS
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The Africa SMME Awards are presented to 
businesses that strive for excellence in order to
be competitive in national, regional, and 
international markets. These businesses must be well
established, in good financial shape and enjoy
a reputation for quality, integrity and service. 
Furthermore, they must act in a socially responsible
manner and create a work environment in which
their employees can learn and grow.

SMMEs can be nominated in any of the following 
categories and must only enter for one category.  
Out of all the winners per category, an overall
winner will be selected.







Categories                                      Areas

	Industrial Sector Award
	Manufacturing, Electricity, Gas, Water, Construction, Mining & Quarrying and Agriculture Sector

	Trade Sector Award
	Wholesale, Retail Sector, Arts and crafts

	Services Sector Award
	Financial & Business Services, Transport, Storage, Communication, Hospitality and Tourism Sector

	Best New Business Award
	For outstanding results achieved in creating a new business, less than three years in operation, and attaining quantifiable business outcomes

	Most Innovative Award
	For outstanding entrepreneurial spirit, a company possesses in pioneering new approaches and the ability to adapt and develop products and/ or professional services ahead of the market

	Young Enterprise Award
	For outstanding accomplishment made by a business Director and/ or Owner at the age of 30 or under

	Africa SMME of the Year Award
	The overall Africa SMME of the Year recipient will be selected from the winners of the categories shown above


DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES:  31 JULY 2009

For more information, please contact:

Dina Potgieter, Tel: +27 21 914 6778, Fax: +27 21 914 4438

Email:  dina@africagrowth.com
Website:  www.africagrowth.com
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2008 SMME Award Winners and Mr Rob Davies,


Deputy Minister, Trade and Industry.








